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 Dear Mr Stefan Füle,  
 
I am writing to you on behalf of ‘Famagusta Initiative’ in order to inform you about our 

initiative and indicate our willingness to cooperate with you regarding your recent 

inventiveness to the Cyprus problem. 

Famagusta Initiative (FI) is a citizen-based voluntary organization established in 2010 aiming 

to contribute to the peace process in Cyprusi. As a citizen-initiative, we strongly believe that 

confidence-building measures (CBM) are fundamental to any comprehensive solution to the 

Cyprus problem. Our ideas and activities are widely supported among Turkish Cypriot 

population. As you have once stated, there strong negative taboos concerning CMS. We 

believe that it is time for all pro-peace actors in Cyprus to break the taboos on CMS and 

begin take serious steps towards CBMs.  

We believe that Varosha must be returned to its legal owners under the resolution number 

550 of the United Nations Security Council. Alone with this proposal, we support Famagusta 

Walled City’s historical and cultural heritage to be subject to restoration and conservation 

work by foreign specialist institutions. This is going to pave the way for UNESCO to list the 

city as one of the World Heritage Sites. We also promote opening of Famagusta port to the 

international maritime lines under EU supervision, which would multiply the performance in 

cargo transportation and enable unrestricted visits of foreign cruise lines and passenger 

boats to the Famagusta port.  

We name this set of ideas as the “Varosha, Famagusta Port and Walled City” proposal. 

Important segments of the Turkish Cypriot population strongly support our proposal.ii We 

believe opening up Varosha under the supervision of the UN will greatly contribute to the 

solution of the long going dialogue problems between the two communities.  

Opening up Varosha would also stop Human Right violations related to this specific area. 

Stopping the Human Rights violations, on the other hand, would help to develop trust 

between the two communities. Lack of trust is an important factor preventing the solution 

process to progress.  

Today both communities in the Island are facing economic crisis. We believe that Famagusta 

region has three comparative economic advantages with respect to tourism: 1) Varosha, 2) 

Port and 3) Walled City. In the absence of settlement all these three opportunities are closed 

to all Cypriots in general and Turkish Cypriots living in Famagusta in particular.  
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Through this initiative, intending the return of Varosha to its legal owners, the 

reconstruction of the region will be possible. This would in turn help to establish mutual 

entrepreneurship between the two communities and create employment opportunities for 

all communities of the Island. This would help communities to handle the economic crisis in 

a more confident way and halt the suffering of Turkish Cypriots living in Famagusta. We are 

certain that the realization of any of these positive proposals will pave the way for 

communities to have positive attitudes towards a settlement in future referendum on 

comprehensive solution.  

For these reasons, FI is willing to contribute to any attempts from EU to open up Varosha or 

to realize any other proposals mentioned above. FI has been closely following your recent 

proposal to open up Varosha in exchange for the operation of international flights to and 

from ‘Ercan’ airport. Your proposal is closely related to the longstanding values and 

principles of our initiative, as briefly stated above, and for this reason, we are willing to 

contribute to your efforts in any way we can.  

We consider your upcoming meeting with the International Affairs Committee of Republican 

Turkish Party (CTP-BG) as very crucial. We would indeed ask you to intensify your efforts to 

encourage pro-peace actors of Cyprus to contribute to confidence-building measures. We do 

not believe in the alleged delaying effect of CBMs on a comprehensive solution. On the 

contrary, we claim that CBMs, like your recent proposal on Varosha, will hasten the solution 

process. Famagusta Initiative strongly believes that EU should play a pressurizing role on the 

pro-peace political actors to consider Varosha and other CBMs as extremely significant steps 

towards a comprehensive solution to the Cyprus problem.  

Finally, we would also like to underscore the importance of building substantive 

relationships between EU and local initiatives in course of the peace building process in 

Cyprus and once again indicate our willingness to contribute to your recent efforts 

concerning the Cyprus problem and opening up Varosha in exchange for the operation of 

international flights to and from ‘Ercan’ airport.  

FI is willing to meet with you – either in Cyprus or abroad – to discuss any further steps we 

can take to contribute your efforts concerning CBMs.   

 

Yours sincerely 

Mustafa Ongun 

Famagusta Initiative Spokeperson 
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i
 For more information about the history of our initiative please visit our website: 
http://magusainsiyatifi.org/index.asp?page=169 
ii
 Indeed, according a public opinion poll conducted by ‘Cyprus 2015 Research and Dialog for a Sustainable 

Future’ “the proposal to open Varosha as an inter-communal area under UN and EU auspices, where Greek 
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots can live and work together, is considered acceptable by both communities.”  
Our proposals and ideas also find place in popular international and local media (e.g. 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2012/08/02/uk-cyprus-town-turkey-idUKBRE8710PJ20120802). 
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